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DAY’S END

Focus on good design and clever construction

The Eighth of an Acre Deck

by Andrew Wormer

Matt Hissong worked as a lumber
salesman from 2006 to 2020, but
he’s always been a builder at heart. So
when pandemic-related changes in the
industry led him to reconsider his life’s
path, he was ready to leap into his next
career. And that’s exactly when he says a
once-in-a-lifetime building projectlanded
in hislap. Shown here isa 5,290-square-
foot ipe deck that he recently built, but
it’s only the tip of the iceberg.

While a structural engineer sized the
piers, steel beams, and framing for the
deck, the owner gave Hissong free reign to
design the overall project, which includes
a pool, a timber-framed pool house, a
domed vault over a grotto, and other wa-
ter features seen more often in a theme
park than in a residential project; we’ll
feature itin a future PDB article.

With Hissong’s extensive experience in
the industry, he was comfortable spec-
cing Pacific Woodtech’s new pressure-

treated LVLs (pacificwoodtech.com) to
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frame the deck (A). Workers prefabricat-
ed 83 l4-inch-square ipe decking panels
in Hissong’s shop, fastening the ipe to
pressure treated 2x4 frames with V4-in.
x 2-in. U2 construction screws (U2fasten
ers.com) driven through the frame into
the back of the decking (B). To avoid ex-
posed fasteners, Camo Edge deck screws
(camofasteners.com) were used where
decking was installed in the field.

To preserve the trees on the site, the
deck includes generous tree wells (C).
After the deck panels were installed,
workers trimmed the wells with ipe, then
dropped in custom-fabricated stainless
steel grates supported by cleats (D).

Workers prefinished the decking when
fabricating the panels, but the finish
didn’tadhere well to the ipe. So after in-
stallation, the crew stripped the old finish
and applied Penofin penetrating oil fin-
ish for hardwoods (penofin.com) (E).

Andrew Wormer is JLC’s executive editor.
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